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Dr. Albert VanderVeer, Albany, New. York. 


The New York State Library was established act Legislature passed 
April 21, 1818. the terms this act room the Capitol was set apart ‘‘for 
the purpose keeping therein public library for the use the government and 
people further provided ‘‘that book, map other publication 
shall any time taken out the library for any purpose whatever.’’ For the 
purposes carrying this act into effect Legislature’’ appropriated the sum 
three thousand dollars, and also the further annual sum five hundred 

During the early years its existence the library was charge various 
State officers officio trustees. gradually grew size became evident 
that better supervision could provided more permanent board, and 
1£44, was transfe red the custody and control the Regents the 
University the State New York. 

The library from its foundation 1818 1854, was kept room the 
north side the old Capitol. 1854 was removed building specially 
constructed for the purpose, and connected with the old Capitol two story 
corridor. ‘The Law Department occupied the ground floor, and the general library 
the second When was constructed the Legislature prescribed very 
definite limitations regarding its size lest should unnecessarily large; but 
within ten years its shelves were full. 

1883 progress the new Capitol required the demolition the old 
Capitol building and the State Library building. September and October 
that year the library was therefore transferred temporary quarters the second 
floor, north side, the new Capitol. 

The library remained these temporary rooms till early 1889, when 
was placed permanent quarters the west end the new Capitol, where 
occupied portions the third, fourth, fifth and sixth floors. 

this time there was radical revision the laws governing the library 
whereby was made integral part the University. 

less than twenty years the space became cramped seriously 
handicap the work the library and make necessary store many thousand 
duplicates warehouses. 

The New York State Medical Library was incorporated act Legislature 
May, 1891, the result discussion the part the medical profession, 
living and about the Capitol, who believed they were entitled representation 
well other professions, and the public large. After consultation with 
some the leading Senators and Assemblymen line action developed 
resulting the establishment the Medical Department the New 
State Library. 


*Read the 16th Annua! Meeting the Medical Library Association, New Willard Hotel 
Washington, D. C , May 5, 1913. 
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this time the Faculty the Albany Medical College, through its Board 
Trustees, transferred its medical library the State Library. This comprised 
nearly 6000 volumes, and the State agreed maintain reading room for the 
benefit the medical profession, also making moderate appropriation for the 
purchase current medical literature, periodicals, etc., assistant librarian 
emp.oyed cataloging and making the material available for practical use. 

the Unification act 1904, when the Board Regents and the Depart- 
ment Public Instruction became one executive body, the State Library was 
Division the New York State Education Department, which has general 
supervision all educational the State. 

1906, the Legislature made provision for separate building for the New 
York State Education Department, including the State Library, but before the 
new building was ready for occupancy the congestion was great double 
the inconvenience. 

this time the Medical Library contained over 17,000 volumes, including 
good working collection and textbooks, and large 
number which 543 were received list these 
periodicals, including complete and incomplete sets, was published for 
distribution 

that period, and the present time, any registered physician the 
State may have erial collected any subject, either used the library 
sent his home under the following regulations: 

Books borrowed (preferably through local libraries) any licensed 
physician the State, full-time instructors the any medical col- 
members the house staff any hospital, registered and certified nurses, 
any one work, who gives suitable references and 

The borrower must pay all charges, use such care packing 
guard against injury transportation, and pay for books lost damayed, 
the period loan being two weeks, subject one renewal for same period; 
but all books must returned the earliest date consistent wi.h the special 
study for which they were borrowed. 

Physicia: coming Albany from distance, find their advantage 
notify the librarian advance, the books subjects desired and date 
prospective visit. 

Physicians wishing books from the Library Surgeon General’s Office, 
A., can obtain them for two weeks through this any public library 
paying express charges both ways. 

above will serve give slight description the past well 
present scope the Medical Library. 

Under the direction the State Librarian and conjunction with the 
Medical Librarian, there Advisory Council, consisting five resident 
physicians, who meet may required over recent publica- 
tious and consult regarding books and periodicals purchased completing 
files, etc. 

The regular Medical Library appropriation $2,000 annually, and our 
Advisory Council must, necessity, expend this amount very judiciously, 
make purchases books and that will permanent benefit 
the different branches the medical profession. 

Previous the disastrous Capitol fire, March 29, 1911, the New York State 
Library Report for 1910, showed the Medical Library contained total 


volumes, carefully chosen and making serviceable research library for medical 
sets current periodicals, etc., etc., with many thousand 
volumes earlier editions, duplicates, etc., housed outside storage, well 
portions the Capitol not fire water. The Medical Library 
suffered more proportion than any other part the general library, fact but 
very small portion the bound periodicals being saved. 

wish state here that the Legislature the State New York made 
very liberal appropriation, after the fire, for the purchase books for the general 
library, and the Medical Library has drawn upon this special emergency fund 
the extent $10,000 (approximately) $4,700 from the appropriation and the rest 
from special fund. necessity, the fire created great amount binding, 
for gifts and purchases, the cost which comes out special library fund. 

use made the annual appropriation $2,000 for binding other 
purposes, thus enabling keep pretty well abreast current medical text- 
books and periodicals. 

Immediately after the fire, and soon were house the same, 
there were many additions made gift and purchase. 

The principal accessions were: 

Dr. Willis MacDonald bequest, donated his father, 1,800 volumes, 
which 621 were textbooks and 623 bound periodicals: 

The Dr. VanderVeer gift, about 1,900 volumes, which nearly 400 
were textbooks, and the balance nearly eighty per cent. were bound periodicals: 

the New York Academy Medicine purchase, 16,413 volumes, 3,959 
were textbooks, 2,554 bound periodicals and 9,900 unbound books and periodicals. 

Shelved the reading rooms present, open shelves, according the 
catalogue April 13, 1913, there are, excluding all serials, 5,888 volumes, 
which about 3,959 are from the New York Academy Medicine purchase, 621 
from the Macdonald bequest and about 400 from the VanderVeer gift. Nearly 
these books, published since 1890, are the reading room open 
editions are shelved the stack. 

There have been smaller contributions and gifts from various sources that 
have not yet been catalogued. All gifts are acknowledged when received but 
may some time before they appear the catalogue. 

estimated that since the fire have accumulated approximately 
22,000 volumes. 

will thus observed that the Medical Library recovering very rapidly 
since going into the Education Building, October, 1912. 

Our aim collect complete sets all important textbooks, medical 
serials, transactions medical societies, and hospital bulletins. addition 
expect have good working collection special treatises, cyclopedias and 
texts, well collections medical biography and history. 

present our catalogue shows there are the shelves 5,960 volumes 
periodicals, 815 volumes society proceedings, and bound health reports. 
Only periodical sets are complete, but many lack but few volumes 
numbers. want list being prepared rapidly possible. our quarters 
the basement have excellent space for assorting all material and soon 
this can accomplished hope, exchange, and otherwise, complete our 
sets periodicals, due time restoring this portion the Medical Library 
former usefulness. The broken sets periodicals, thus far catalogued, and 
chiefly unbound, include more than 900 titles. 
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There are several thousand duplicates, including both textbooks and broken 
sets periodicals, bound and unbound, but owing our unsettled state, and 
small force assistants, will long time before they are available for sale 
exchange, except, possibly, the case few special sets. 

Physicians are earnestly requested send gifts books, periodicals 
reprints. Even single volumes odd numbers periodicals little value 
the owner may help complete valuable sets. 

Soon after the fire practical offers assistance began come from state 

libraries, educational institutions and learnéd societies all over the world, and the 
Medical Library has been very handsomely remembered. restoring the 
general library became necessary for the State Librarian enter the market 
somewhat, but with one two exceptions the Medical Department has found 
advisable limit our purchases modern works, hoping exchange and other 
gifts able complete our sets however, with the exceedingly 
good space now have the new building, and the very fine rooms alloted 
the Medical Library, are even now able present the members the 
profession throughout the State very valuable collection, from which they are 
able secure date material for research work, consult the textbooks 
and journals, either personally 

Our library now patronized larger number readers than previous 
the fire, and the evening are already better attended our medical 
students. 

The friends the Medical Library wish express the State authorities 
their sense of, appreciation for the amount good that radiates throughout 
great the commonwealth, placing before the members the 
the very latest publications, and the ability consult the best 
medical journais, from this and other countries. 

catalogue and classify books requires, safe estimate, ten times 
many people requires buy the same books. This means that the State 
Library for some time must late with its cataloging and classification. 
must work within circle economy and can only have assigned certain 
number assistants that present are somewhat embarras: not being 
able develop much that great value this accumulation medical 
material. Recent publications are being added rapidly possible and every 
effort being made follow out suggestions any reliable source, regarding 
books and periodicals which should the library shelves. 

Unfortunately our resources are not such permit the purchase many 
expensive publications, running into the neighborhood $200 $300. 

The Medical Library receiving currently about 286 periodicals (67 
German and French); the proceedings reports 203 medial societies, 
and reports and bulletins boards health, total 541 current serials. 

addition books received purchase and gilts, and thousands 
duplicates, the exact number impossible estimate, which were stored the 
Capitol out reach the fire, and other buildings Albany, have been 
systematically sorted, and from these have been selected the items needed for the 
new library. The remainder have been repacked and stored, constituting new 
duplicate collection which wil avaible when can again unpacked and 
classified, repay the large debt the Library owes other libraries all over the 
country for courtesies received the way exchange and gift. 

this time wish refer the very excellent service rendered the 
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library Miss Ada Bunnell, who served with energy and great intelligence 
for period nine years; fact the successful building the library was 
largely due her efforts. were exceedingly sorry have her sever her 
connection with the work and have every reason think her with great 
gratitude. 

Her successor, Miss Frances Ray, doing her work very acceptable 
manner. 

become better acquainted with our new Education Building 
develops extremely satisfactory way, and within very short time every 
space will thoroughly occupied. fact present there embarrassment 
locating some divisions. 


SECTION MEDICAL LIBRARY. 
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BULLETIN 
MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


JoHN RUHRAH, M.D. Miss 


Address all communications the 
Bulletin the Medical Library Association, 1211 Cathedral Street, 
Baltimore, Md. 


III. JANUARY, 1914. No. 


THE USE MEDICAL LIBRARIES. 


During the coming year hope able furnish our readers 
with some information concerning the extent the usefulness 
medical libraries throughout the United States. There are this 
country large number medical libraries some which are very 
valuable and which are the centers population and will 
very interesting compare the number readers, the size the 
library and the population the town which located. 
course, the use medical library cannot correctly estimated 
the number people who use it. may used comparatively 
few and yet the greatest value helping the medical men 
community and indirectly those whom they serve. But however 
much medical libraries are used the profession not believe 
that can questioned that they are too little and 
believe that all other things being equal that the more medical 
library used the more enlightened the medical profession the 
community which situated and this connection recall the 
saying Dr. Osler ‘“To study medicine without books sail 
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uncharted sea while study without seeing patients not 
sea all.’’ There must many factors influencing the use 
libraries. Many physicians have their own books and journals and 
yet but very few physicians have adequate working libraries their 
own. Why more physicians not readers libraries probably 
explained the arduousness their labors and the long, uncertain 
hours but there are other things which should considered this 
connection. Among these, may mention the attractiveness the 
reading room, the ease with which books may consulted and the 
presence the new books and the new journals convenient place 
that they may had without asking. ‘There are not many large 
libraries constructed that they can use the open shelf system and 
there are probably not many that, even they were fortunately 
situated make this possible, would care have the books open 
all their readers. But there nothing conducive consulting 
numerous authorities having them just under one’s hand and the 
open shelf system has very much that can said its favor but 
the absence clever librarian can much overcome its short- 
comings placing the reading room various groups books 
relating topics present interest sets books that are new 
the library even small collections books given topics choosing 
some the newer things and some the classics. The casual 
reader, glancing over these, will always surprised the new 
and usually delighted with the old and not particularly in- 
structed this rather casual method using books will least 
more less diverted it. beyond most libraries, 
account the small amount money their disposal, have 
trained library worker with other duties than assist the readers 
finding what they want. are comparatively few men who 
know how use medical library. Vast treasures information are 
their disposal but they lack the open sesame. 

should like very much, during the coming year, print 
this BULLETIN the opinions the members the Association any 
the above topics and also the use the medical library 
center for medical, hygienic and social work. housing not only 
the medical society but also kindred associations. ‘The cost main- 
taining large building may often divided that all partake its 
benefits. Our columns are always open both for correspondence and 
discussion and trust that the coming year may find more cordial 
relations established the libraries the country and that not only 
books will exchanged but ideas well. 
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FOR EXCHANGE. 


Amer. Asso. for study and prev. infant mortality. Trans. 1911. 


Amer. Jour. 59, No. 1909. 
oe oe oe oe 60, 6, 1909. 


Amer. Med. Asso. Index 1-33, 1849-1883. 


Amer. Laryn., Rhin. Otol. Soc. Transactions. 1909, 1911. 

Amer. Med. Asso. Sec. Ophthal. ‘Transactions.. 1910, 1911. 

Annnals Otol., Rhin. Laryn. 20, No. 1911. 


Baas, the history medicine and the medical 
profession. Trans. Anderson. New York. 
1889. 1171 

Baillie, The morbid anatomy some the most important 


parts the human body. Albany. 1795. 248 
Baltimore Report. 1908-1910. 


Barkan, How preserve health. New York. 1890. 

Elisha History, fevers the U.S. 4thed. 
1856. 610 

Bedford, Clinical lectures the diseases women and children. 
New York. 1855. 567 

Doane. New York. 1834. 367 

Bouchut, des maladies systeme nerveux par 
Paris. 1866. 503 

Bourgery, treatise lesser surgery minor surgical operations. 
Tr. Roberts and Kissam. New York. 1834. 396 

Bowman, Practical handbook medical chemistry. 


Phila. 1855. 287 
n.d. 


Bretonneau, P., Memoirs diphtheria. Tr. Semple. (New 
Syd. Soc.) 407 


Bulkley, Manual diseases the skin. ed. New York. 
1887. 

Bureau science. Report of. 1912. 

Byrne, The contagious character malignant cholera. ed. 


Phila. 1855. 160 

Christison, Robert treatise poisons medical juris- 
prudence, etc. Phila. 1845. 754 

Congrés Int. Médecine. 1900. Section médecine 
fance. Section chirurgie l’enfance. Paris. n.d. 
660 248 


Cooper, Astley Lectures the principles and practice surgery. Ed. 
Cooper, The first lines the practice surgery. ed. 


Hanover. 1815. 463 


Deutsche ‘Tr. from the Latin into German, Hager. Berlin. 


1872. 


Draper, physiology. New York. 1865. 

Fothergill, Complete collection medical and philosophical works. 
London. 1781. 661 

Frankel, Carl. Das wesen und die 


Berlin. 1905. 
J., and Ruhrah, Diet health and disease. 


1909. 765 
Gross, Asystemofsurgery. 2ded. Phila. 1862. 
Hale, Worth. Method for determining the toxicity coal tar disin- 


fectants. (Hyg. Lab. Bull. No. Washington. 
1913. 


Harley, G., Year-book medicine, surgery, etc. 1860 and 1861. 
2v. (New Syd. Soc.) 1861-62. 

Hunter, Catalogue anatomical and pathological preparations. 
Ed. Teacher. Glasgow. 1900. 


Int. Cong. Tuberculosis. ‘Transactions. 1-4; and special volume. 
Washington. 1908. 


1904, 14th ser. 


International 1897. 


Jackson, young physician just entering upon practice. 
Boston. 1856. 344 
Jackson, James. The utility medicine. (Jib. Pract. Med. Mass. 


Med. Soc. 24.) Boston. 1861. 179 
Johns Hopkins Hospital. Report. 1908. 


Kentucky. hd. report 1910 and 1913. 
health. 609 
Kerr, W., and Organization, powers and duties health authorities, 
Moll, etc. (Pub. health bull. No. 54.) Washington. 1912. 
450 
Leishman, system midwifery. Phila. 1873. 715 
Liddell Scott. Greek-English lexicon. New York. 1852. 1705 
Locke, Edwin, ‘Tuberculosis Massachusetts. Boston. 1908. 
The causation and prevention typhoid fever, with 


special reference conditions Yakima Co., Wash- 
ington. (Pub. health bull. No. 51.) Washington. 
1912. 

MacDonald, Arthur. Abnormal man, being essays and crime and 
related subjects. (U.S. Bureau education, circular 
information, No. 1893.) Washington. 1893. 


Mackenzie, Morell. Diseases the throat and 
550 
McLaughlin, Sewage pollution interstate and international waters, 


with reference spread typhoid. lab. 
bull. No. 89.) Washington. 1912-13. 


Macleod, Notes the surgery the war the Crimea, etc. 
Phila. 1862. 403 


Mariani, Angelo. Coca and its therapeutic application. ed. New 
York. 1892. 
Maryland. board health. Report. 1905. 
Michigan. board health. 1880. 
Motter, G., and Digest comments the pharmacopeia and 
Wilbert, the national formulary for 1909-10. Washington. 


1912. 
Nat. asso. for study and prev. tuberculosis. 1909, 1911-12. 


Neale, digest. (New Syd. Soc.) London. 1877. 
New Hampshire medical society. 1913. 
Paget, James. Lectures surgical pathology. Phila. 1854. 
Palmer, Inebriety. Phila. n.d. 109 
Power, Anatomy the arteries the human body. 
1862. 401 
Prout, Nature and treatment diabetes calculus, etc. Notes 
and additions Phila. 1826. 308 
Quain, Jones. Elements anatomy. Ed. Thomson, Schafer 
Thane. 9thed. 2v. New York. 1882. 
Roberts, Sir dietetics and dyspepsia. 2d. ed. 
1886. 
Rohe, ‘Text-book 2ded. Phila. 1890. 421 
Science. 1912. Nos. 902 and 925 lacking. 
Science. 1913. nos. lacking. 


Bureau the Census. Mortality statistics. 1906. Washington, 1908. 480 
Public health service. Report surgeon general. 1912. 
Verein fiir innere medizin. Verhandlungen. 1902 


The healing arteries. New York. 1886. 
Weatherhead, Diseases the lungs, etc. Phila. 1837. 154 
Wilson, Erasmus. system human anatomy. Ed. Goddard. 
4th ed. Phila. 1848. 576 
Wood, Therapeutics. Phila. 1891. 937 
state Papers, 1912-13. ed. Orton. Balto. 1913. 
hospital. 198 


EXCHANGE “HOUR.” 


each Librarian would set aside one hour say 
Wednesday from two three for work material for the 
Exchange would the greatest assistance headquarters. 
Either special wants duplicates might listed that time, 
requests for books, etc., from other members considered and filled 
items written for the Bulletin. 

Such concerted action would inestimable service further- 
ing the work the Association. Let follow the precept given 
hour-tight compartments, with the mind directed intensely upon the 
subject hand’’ every Wednesday. 
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